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SIR, 


THE  Surprifc  you  exprefs  to  me  in  your 
laft,  to  have  receivM  on  the  Report  of 
Mr.  P.  giving  his  Opinion  for  a  Sep- 
tennial Parliament,  is  no  more  than  what  was 
the  Cafe  with  Numbers,  who  are  much  nearer 
the  Scene  of  publick  Adion  than  you  j  theVuI- 
gar  who  are  hurried  away  by  wild  Imaginations, 
to  encreafe  the  firft  Tale  they  hear,  ran  buzning 
about  that  he  had  agreed  to  connive  at  the  Cor- 
ruptor,  and  fome  of  them  pofitively  averr'd  on 
their  own  Knowledge,  that  he  was,  as  they 
phrafeit,  brought  over :  At  this  the  moft  fan- 
guine  of  us  began  to  droop,  and  there  were  not 
wanting  thofe  who  did  not  fcruplc  to  fay,  that 
the  Oppofiitson  was  all  Illufion,  and  after  this 
they  wou'd  recant  the  Opinion  that  there  was  a^ 
ny  fuch  Thing  as  an  honeft  Man. 

If  thofe  who  are  upon  the  Spot  are  alarm*d 
at  the  Behaviour  of  this  Gentleman  in  the  late 
Debate,  and  are  yet  diffident  what  Conjedlures 
to  make  of  his  future  Copdudt,  or  whether  they 
are  to  foregoe  all  Hop?s  in  him,  and  truft  in 
others  who '  have  never  yet  appeared  fo  remark- 
ably ftrenuous  in  the  generous  Caufe.  If  fome 
in  Town   are  thus  embaraffed  and   fluftuating 
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between  Expeflation  and  Defpair ;  well  may 
you  at  the  Diftance  of  your  Situation  be  much 
more  in  doubt,  where  every  minute  Circum- 
flance  can't  fo  readily  be  related,  and  where 
every  Report  muft  be  heightened  by  the  Num- 
ber of  Mouths  it  muft  neceffarily  pafs  through 
before  it  reach  you. .  Jhor  we  well  know,  that 
the  World  is  fond  of  any  Tale  that  feeds  its 
Appetite  of  Scandal,  fince  Self-conceit,  fo  na- 
tural to  all,  feems  in  fome  Sort  to  make  every 
one  that  cenfures  another  his  Superior.  And  I 
muft  inform  you.  Sir,    that  the  late  Cormorant 

of  the  T — y  hath  his  Agents  and  Whifpcrers 

up  and  down,  who  are  employed   to  fpread  and 

propagate    Diftrufts   of  thofe   Gentlemen  who 

have  hitherto   fo  fteadily  adher'd   to  the   true 

Intercft  of  their  Country  ;  they  fculk  about  fronv 

Coffee- houfe  to  Coflfce-houfe,     and    mix   in  all 

Parties  of  Converfation  that  are   fimple  enough 

to  admit   them,    dropping  fufpicious  Sentences, 

and  if  that  won't  do,  uttering  downright  Falfe- 

hoods  to  prepofTefs  the  credulous  Multitude  with 

miftruft  of  their  beft  Friends ;    Calinnefs,  Mo* 

deration,  and  cool  Proceeding,  in   our  Patriots, 

is  by  them  branded  with  the  odious  Appellations 

of  Inadlivity,  or  what  is  worfe.  Partiality  to  the 

Author  of  our  Wrongs ;  no  Wonder  then,  that 

a  Proceeding,  feemingly  contrary   to   the  Incli^ 

nations  of  the  People,    (hould  be  the   ftanding 

Butt  of  their  farcaibc  Raillery  •,  or  what  it  fhoiild 

be  heightened   into  much  more  than  it   really 

is. 

la  all  the  AddrelTes  of  the  Conftituents  to 
their  iV'n.mhcrs,  the  Repeal  of  the  Septennial 
Aft  hath  been  one  of  the  conftant  Topics,  they 
fcem  to  make  it  one  of  the  fundamental  Con- 
dicions  of  our  future  Liberty,  no  doubt  bnt  they 

think 
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think  fo;  but  if  any  Gentleman  in  the  Houfe, 
after  well  weighing,    and  maturely  confidering 
the   Nature    and   Confequence  thereof    Ihould 
think  that  the  fame   at  this  prefent  Conjedlure 
may  be  prejudicial  to  the  great  Dcfign  now  car- 
rying on  in  particular,  if  not  dangerpus   to  the 
Gonfticution  in  general :   Is  he  to  blame  for   gi- 
ving his  Rcafons  for  fiich  an  Opinion  ?    Is  it  not 
his  Duty  both  to   his  King  and  Country,      the 
Intereft  of  which  are  and  ought  always   to  be 
infeparable  ?     Is   he    to  be  branded   with   the 
Name  of    Recreant,    anci  be  deem'd  falfe  to 
the   generous  Principles  he   hath   all  along   fo 
warmly  urged  in  the  true  Intereft  of  his  Coun- 
try,   becaufe  upon  a  better  Knowledge  of  the 
State  and  Conftitution  than  moft,    he  happens 
to  differ  from  a  common  received  Error?     Is 
then  the  glorious  Name  of  Patriotifm,  the  moil: 
noble  Paffion  that  glows  in  the  Heart  of  Man, 
nothing  but  a  Weathercock   to  veer  with  every 
Blaft  of  vulgar  Breath  ?  How  often  are  the  Peo- 
ple miftak^n  ?  And  do  they   not  fometimes  re- 
vile the  fteadieft  Affertors  of  their  Liberties  for 
differing   from   their  Fancies,    tho'  they  judge 
better  for  thenvriian  they  themfelves  are  able  to 
do.     Was  not  this  the  Cafe,  a   few  Seffions  of 
Parlianacnt  ago,   when  a  Member   of  this  Me- 
tropolis, whom  no  one  will  difpute  to  be  a  ftea- 
dy  and  unbiaffcd  Patriot,    formed  a  Scheme  to 
pay  the  National  Debt,  and  reduce  the  legal  In- 
tereft to  2"/6r^^  ^^r  C^;^/.    which  in  the  Opinion 
of  all  thinking  Men  would  have  effeftually   an- 
fwer'd  the  Purpofe  defign'd  ;    yet   fo  high  was 
the  Noife  of  popular  Tumult   againft  it,    that 
this  very  worthy  Gentleman   lay  under  the  Im- 
putation of  veering  to  the  Side  of  the  Corrupt 
tor,   4nd  becoming   the  Tool  and   Dupe  of  a 

Minillcr; 


Minifter  ;  fuch  too  is  the  Cafe  with  Mr.  P.  To 
oppofe  the  Repeal  of  the  Septennial  Aft  was  a 
Stumbling-Block  to  the  Multitude,  who  had 
fet  their  Hearts  upon  a  Triennial  Parliament, 
tho*  I  hope  the  Reafons  alledged  will  convince 
you,  that  at  prefcnt  fuch  a  Repeal  would  be  not 
only  imprudent,  but  unfafe  and  dangerous  ;  and 
that  this  Gentleman  lhcw*d  himfelf  a  much  bet- 
ter Patriot  by  being  againft  it  than  he  wou'd 
have  done  by  blindly  giving  it. 

I  know,  Sir,  you  were  one  of  his  Electors, 
when  he  reprefented  H—don^  that  you  always 
conftantly  adhered  tohim,  notwithftanding  Mi- 
nifterial  Influence  found  Means  to  creep  in  and 
fubvert  his  Intereft  amongft  fomeof  ye.  The 
Rdqueft  therefore  you  make  of  being  informed 
of  his  late  Conduft,  and  the  Meafurcs  he  hath 
purfued  fince  the  Change  of  the  Minifcry,  is  a 
very  juft  one,  and  Ihall  be  readily  complied 
with;  nor  am  I  more  induced  to  this  out  of  a 
Regard  to  the  Principles  this  Gentleman  hath 
always  profefled,  than  by  the  Reafon  you  your- 
felf  affign  for  making  this  Requefl-,  which  tho* 
pretty  blimt,  I  think  is  a  necefTary  Queftion  to 
be  alked  by  every  Elector  at  this  Conjundlure, 
that  is,  Whether  yoa  have  for  a  Series  of  Time 
given  your  Voice  for  a  Reprefentative  who,  as 
you  conceived  was  a  firm  and  unbiafcd  Patriot  ? 
or  whether  deceived  by  fptcious  Appearances, 
you  have  elefted  a  Man,  who  for  fifteen  Years 
was  only  playing  a  Farce  of  difguis'd  Hypocri- 
fy,  and  at  lafl:  avowing  himfelf  a  rank  Diflem- 
bler  ?  Nor  is  your  Allufion  to  that  excellent 
Piece  of  Mr.  Addifon's>^  the  Tragedy  of  Cato^ 
at  all  difagreeable  or  improper,  when  yoa  afk' 
me,  whether  in  this  Gentleman  you  are  to  look 
for  the  Charadler  of  Cato  or  Sempronius? 

^Yhc• 


<7) 

Whether  yrith  Sempronius  he  fljiouM  fay. 

Let  me  alone^  ——  PU  conceal 

My  Thoughts  in  PaJJion  ('tis  the  fureft  Way\) 
r II  bellow  out  for  Rome,  arid  for  my  Country ^ 
And  mouth  at  Caefar  V///  IJhake  the  Senate. 
Tour  cold  Ifypocrify's  a  Siale  Device y 
A  worn-out  Trick :  IVouldJl  thou  be  thoU  inEarneJl? 
Clothe  thy  feigned  Zeal  in  Rage^  in  FirCy  in  Fury  I 

Or  with  CatOy  at  that  Time,  the  fole  Strag- 
gler againft  that  Oppreflion,  which  was  pouring 
m  upon  the  Romans^  on  ^U  Sides : 

Remember y  O  my  Friendly  t$e  Laws 9  the  Right Sy 
The  generous  Plan  of  Power  delivered  down^ 
From  Age  to  Age^  by  your  renowned  Forefathers^ 
(So  dearly  bought  the  Price  of  fo  much  Blood) 

0  let  it  never  perifh  in  your  Hands ! 
But  pioujly  tranfmit  it  toyiur  Children. 

i^s  to  your  laft  Queftion,  which  is  moft  ma- 
terial, fcems  to  be  the  Occafion  of  all  the  reft  ; 

1  niuft  anf^rer  you  in  theAffirmative,  thatMr.P. 
^as  againft  the  Repeal  of  th^  Septennial  ASt^  that 
at  firft  indeed  it  aftonifhM  many  Perfons,  as  I  be- 
fore obferv'd,  and  amongft  others  yourfelf ;  but 
I  hope  to  remove  your  prejudices  by  the  Sequel, 
wherein  I  Ihall  particularly  review  and  confider 
his  behaviour  upon  the  Change  of  the  l^iniftry 
that  it  was  entirely  agreeable  to  the  Tenets  he 
had  always  declared,  that  all  Things  confider'd 
his  voting  againft  theRepeal  was  of  a  Piece  with 
the  reft,  and  uniform  to  his  former  Conduft, 
which  was  not  to  run  a  Tilt  at  all  Government, 
but  to  eftablifh  it  upon  a  firm  Bafis  and  the  Prin- 
ciples of  the  Revolution,  and  I  hope  after  heart- 
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ingtheReafons  I  fhallalledge,  you  will  impaN 
tially  weigh,  and  confider  the  fame  -,.  when,  I  am 
fure,  you  and  all  unpiejudic'd  People  muft  allow 
that  he  has  done  his  Duty  hitherto  both  to  his 
King  and  Country  ;  and  not  by  ill  tim'd  Taunts 
and  caufelefs  Rcflccftions  drive  him  from  your 
Service,  as  others  have  done  at  a  Crifis^  when 
their  Prefence  and  Affillance  is  mol?  wanted 
and  required. 

To  difcufs  this  Matter  as  we  fhou'd  do,  it 
will  be  proper  to  go  back  a  little,  and  take  a 
fhort  View  of  the  remaining  Spirit  of  Party  in 
this  Nation  ;  a  Spirit  highly  injurious  to  us,  and 
which  now  it  feema  by  the  good  Offices  of  our 
Friend  to  be  almoft  lay*d,  our  late  Political 
Conjurer  is  endeavouring  to  rife  up  againft  us 
again  in  it's  moft  horrid  Forms  and  dreadful 
Shapes";  this  Gentleman  whofe  Wand  hath  long 
confined  the  NationalDevil  to  his  own  Circle,  till 
he  thought  proper  to  fend  him  abroad  to  plague 
the  reft  of  his  Fellow  Subjects  ;  that  is,  he,  who 
as  other  Magicians  eircumfcribe  their  Familiars 
within  the  Pale  of  their  own  drawing,  hath  re- 
volved all  the  Money  of  England  into  oneRound 
(and  that  Money  is  the  Devil,  no  one  will  dif- 
pute)  'till  he  hath  fent  it  forth  in  the  Shape  of 
bribery  to  madden  all  the  Land,  finding  his 
Arts  of  Corruption  fail  him,  hathRefource  to  an 
Aftergame,  and  thofe  whom  he  can't  win  with 
deceitful  Promifes,  he  alarms  with  falfe  Fears 
and  needlefs  Difcontents ;  drove  from  hisftrong 
Holds  he  ftrives  to  defend  himfelf  beneath  the 
weak  Entrenchments  of  a  deferted  Party  •,  he  re- 
vives the  almoft  Joke  of  Whig  and  Tory,  and 
thinks  that  thofe  Principles  which  rais'd  him  to 
a  Pitch  of  Grandeur,  few  Sabjeds  have  poflcfsy, 
(hall  defend  him  fromaFall,orpreventan  injur'd, 

People'^ 
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People's  Fnqniry  into  a  long  Series  of  Mifma- 
nagement  ;  he  ranks  alJ  Degrees  of  what  Prin- 
ciples foever  they  are  in  Relation  to  Government 
under  the  two  before  mention'd  diftindt  Head  of 
Whig  and  Tory.  *M  am  a  Whig,  fays  he, 
*'  their  Principles  at  firft  fetting  out  were  Li- 
"  berty,  and  a  firm  Attachment  to  the  prefent 
''  happy  Eftabliftiment.  Upon  this  BafisI  rofe, 
''  and  notwithftanding  what  Blunders  I  may 
*'  have  committed,  what  Depredations  I  have 
''  have  connived  at,  or  whatpublick  Plunder  I 
*'  may  have  fhar'd  in ;  yet  ftill  I  am  a  Whig, 
"  and  whoever  offers  to  call  me  to  an  Account 
."  for  my  Mifmanagement  is  a  Tory,  and  an 
*'  Enemy  to  Monarchy  ;  thefe  are  the  plain 
"  Englifli  of  his  fallacious  Arguments,  and  let 
"  the  World  judge  whether  the  mofl:  abandoned 
**  Hireling  or  Robber  of  his  Country  could  pro- 
'^'  dace  worle? 

Oa  the  other  Hand,  let  us  fuppofe  that  the 
Geatleman  whofe  Conduft  we  have  now  under 
Confideration,  (houM  reply  ;  "  Sir,  It  is  true 
*'  we  came  into  the  Adminiftration  of  publick 
*'  Affairs  together,  the  Spirit  of  Party  then  run 
"  very  high,  thofe  call'd  Tories  feem'd  to  me 
^'  to  level  their  Aim  at  abfolute  Monarchy  and 
*'  extending  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  be- 
*'  yond  It's  due  Proportion,  the  People  were  to 
''  be  fwallow'd  up  in  the  Gulph  of  regal  Autho- 
*'  ricy  and  our  whole  Conftitution  fubverted  5 
*'  the  Whigs  feem'd  to  oppofe  this,  their  Prin- 
"  ciples  feem'd  founded  on  Liberty,  and  as  fuch 
''  I  embraced  them,  if  you  afterwards  deviated 
^*  from  them,  and  under  the  fpecious  Pretence 
*'  of  herding  with  us,  to  gratify  your  infatiable 
*'  Ambition  piirfued  thofe  Vv.ry  Meafures  we 
*^  oppofed,  tho*  you  account  yourfelf  ftil!  a 
B  ''  Whig, 
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**  Whig,  it  was  not  we  that  changM  but  you  : 
*'  our  Defigns  were  ftill  the  fame,  which  when 
*'  we  found  you  undermine  we  were  the  firft  and 
*'  moft  ftrcnuous,  and  I  hope  ihall  continue  to 
*'  be  the  lafl  to  oppofe  you." 

This  flight  Sketch  of  the  two  Gentlemen  may 
ferve  to  account  in  fomc  Meafure  for  the  partr- 
cular  Enmity  which  hath  been  too  confpicuous 
for  iome  Years  paft  between  two  Men,  who  be- 
fore livM  not  only  in  good  Harmony,  but  in 
more  than  common  Amity  with  each  other'; 
the  One  made  his  Party  a  Stalking  Horfe  to 
raife  himfelf  to  the  higheft  Pitch  of  Power  a 
Subjed  could  attain  to,  as  the  other  declined 
that  Party  and  voluntarily  facrificed  his  Title; 
Power  and  Favour  to  oppofe  thofe  dangerous 
Principles  his  Companion  embraced,  and  which 
if  piirfued  much  longef  muft  have  ended  in  the 
total  Subverfion  of  our  Liberty,  Rights  and  Pri- 
vileges :  Hvrnce  then  grew  the  Animorfity  be- 
tween thefe  two  particular  Perfons,  both  which 
at  different  Times  had  acquired  the  Name  of  Pa- 
triots for  one  and  the  felf  fame  Reafon ;  Mr. 
fF — le  in  the  laft  Parliament  of  Queen  Jnne  was 
as  ftrenuous  in  detefting  Frauds  and  purfuing 
Plunderers  as  he  hath  been  fince  guiltily  induftri- 
ous  in  encouraging  and  Screening  them  :  Mr. 
P — y  who  at  that  Time  was  concomitant  and 
purfued  the  fame  glorious  Meafures  with  him, 
when  he  found  that  his  Rife  had  made  him  diz- 
zy and  precipitated  him  into  the  very  Vices  he 
had  condemned  in  others,nobly  broke  from  him, 
and  became  an  avow*d  Enemy  to  the  Schemes, 
tho'  not  the  Pcrfon  of  Mr.  fF—le.  At  this 
^ra  then  we  date  the  firft  Step  towards  the  A- 
bolition  of  the  two  diftind  Parties  of  Whig  and 
Tory. 

The 
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The  Generality  of  Whigs  who  had  efpousM 
Mr.  W — e^s  Meafures  from  an  Opinion  that  he 
intended  nothing  but  the  good  of  his  Countr/ 
when  they  found  hinn  ruH counter  to  that  all  fid- 
ed  with  Mr.  P.  to  condemn  his  Condudt,  the 
moderate  Partifans  of  th6  Tories  joining  in  upoa 
the  fame  Principles,  the  DIflinaion  that  was  ge- 
nerally made  was  only  of  thofe  who  were  fervile- 
ly  attached  to  the  Miniftcr,  and  who  from  at- 
tending at  Levees  and  hunting  Preferment  in  all 
Shapes  were  ftiled  Courtiers  ;  and  of  others  who 
from  a  fteady  Adherence  to  thePrinciples  of  the 
Revolution  and  a  Defence  of  the  Rights  of  the 
People  were  dignified  by  the  Title  of  the  Coun- 
try Party.  From  this  Alteration  it  was  the  con- 
ftant  and  daily  Employment  of  a  Set  of  hire- 
ling Writers,  whom  the  Minifter  had  pickM  up, 
to  viJify  all  Perfons  of  what  Diftindlion  foever 
they  were  who  found  Fault  with  his  Adminiftra- 
tion,  and  to  reprefent  them,  as  fince  his  Remo- 
val he  himfelf  hath  openly  done.  Enemies  to  the 
Government ;  but  I  wou'd  fain  alk,  whether 
from  the  Bcglnntng  of  the  World  to  this  Day, 
he  can  give  one  Inftance  where  the  landed  Men, 
•the  moneyed  Men,  and  chief  trading  Men  in 
all  great  Cities  and  Towns,  whofe  private  ProC- 
perity  depends  on  that  of  the  Common  Wealth, 
endeavoured  to.  turn  the  People  againft  a  good 
Government  or  were  difafFcfted  to  it  themfelves? 
I  remember  fomeRemarks  that  were  made  at  that 
Time  by  a  certain  Gentleman  in  anfwcr  to  a 
doughty  Performante  froni  the  Minifterial  Quar- 
ter •,  the  hireling  Writer  breaks  forth  in  a  Sort 
of  a  Triumphant  Manner  on  the  Oppofci  s  to 
hisMafter  whom  he  calls  indifcriminately  Tories 
in  the  following  Manner  :  "  It  has  been  the  Me- 
*'  ritofthe  prefent  Adminiftration  that  tht^ 
B  2  "  hnvf: 
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*'  have  kept  all  fuch  Pcrfons  out  of  Truft  and 
*'  E.nployments  —  they  have  not  participated 
**  of  the  public  Revenues,  no:  grown  rich  by 
*'  the  Spoils  of  the  Government.  —  So,  (fays 
this  Gentleman  in  anfwer  thereto^  You  {ct*ii  is  a 
Point  fettled  amongft  the  Dependents  of  the 
Minifter  that  Perfons  in  Trull  and  Employment 
are  to  grow  rich  by  the  Spoils  of  the  Govcrn- 
menr,  he  might  as  well  have  faid,  it  is  the  Merit 
of  thofe  by  whem  I  am  hir*d  to  write,  that  they 
have  lufFer'd  none  to  plunder  the  Public  but  them- 
felves. 

The  fame  venal  Pen  before  mentioned,  to 
hisinlblentTriumph,fays  inanotherPlace,  "  It  is 
*'  far  from  my  Thoughts  to  alarm  myfelf  or  o- 
^'  thers  with  the  Apprehenfion  of  their  Nam- 
^'  bers  or  their  Projefts,  at  prefent  they  are  few, 
*'  defpicable  and  ftarving,  and  this  for  a  very 
*'  natural  Reafon  that  they  are  out  of  Power. 
Here,  fays  he,  he  is  at  it  a  gain,  that  thofe  that 
are  out  of  Power  are  to  be  defpifcable  and  ftarv- 
ing :  I  will  tell  this  Gentleman,  that  to  be  def- 
picable and  ftarving  were  never  reckon'd  proper 
Subjeds  either  for  Infult  or  Ridicule,  unlefs  to 
fuch  low  and  bafe  Minds ras  the  Author  and  his 
Directors  -,  in  the  next  Place  we  can  tell  him 
there  was  a  Time,  when,  thofe  out  of  Power 
were  not  defpicable  and  ftarving,  nor  were  thofe 
in  Power  fuffer'd  to  grow  rich  by  the  Spoils  of 
the  Government ;  and  if  he  wou'd  give  us  to 
underftand  that  the  Cafe  is  otherwife  now, 
there  is  as  much  Folly  as  Infolence  in  the  Reflec- 
tion, 

We  may  thank  this  Author's  Paymafter  that 
we  have  no  fuch  Thing  as  Whig  or  Tory  at  pre- 
fent ;  they  have  deftroy'd  thofe  Diftindions  by 
endeavouring  to  keep  them  up,  and  the  Succefs 

fo 
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of  their  Meafures  has  been  anfwerable  to  the 
Wifdom  of  them  in  this  as  well  as  in  every  o- 
ther  Inftances ;  but  if  by  Tories  he  means  fach 
People  as  have  thought  it  a  Point  of  Duty  and 
Honour  to  oppofe  fome  Friends  of  his,  there 
are  many  of  them  People  of  the  greateft  landed 
Eftates  in  the  Kingdom  ;  and  tho'  I  will  not 
deny  but  things  may  be  fo  manag'd  in  a  Nation, 
that  what  with  high  Taxes,  the  Decay  of  Trade 
and  Fall  of  Rents,  Men  of  confiderable  Eftates 
may  in  a  few  Yekrs  be  much  reduced  in  their 
Circumftances,  yet  I  can  by  no  Means  think  it 
the  Bufmefs  of  a  Writer  on  that  Side  of  the 
Queftion  to  take  Notice  of  it,  unlefs  he  thinks 
himielf  obliged  to  blunder,  out  of  a  peculiar 
Compliment  to  his  Mafters. 

The  Minifterial  Scriblers  were  at  that  Time 
very  alert,  and  triumphed  exceedingly  upon 
fome  weak-minded  unliable  Gentlemen  in  the 
Houlc  being  drawn  over  to  vote  in  Behalf  of 
their  Patron  and  his  Meafures  •,  nay,  fo  high 
did  they  fwell  their  Exultations  that  they  cou'd 
not  help  infulting  their  Fellow  Fools  for  becom- 
ing of  their  Number;  for  ftill  fpeaking  of  the 
Gentlemen  in  the  Oppofition  to  Minifterial  In- 
fluence whom  they  always  called  Tories :  "  They 
"  have,  fays  he,  been  abandoned  and  betray'd 
"  by  fuch  of  their  Party,  as  the  Government 
*'  thought  fit  to  take  off  by  a  Penfion,  or  an 
"  infignificant  Place,  without  trufting  them  on 
''  their  own  Part,  making  them  hated  and  def- 
*^  pifed  by  all  their  former  Party  •,  —  and 
*'  in  another  Piece  he  calls  them  depending 
*'  Inftruments. 

The  Anfwer  to  this  Part  is  of  fo  particular 
a  Nature,  that  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  tranfcribe  it 
fpr  you  5  with  this  O jfcrvation,  that  is  to  me 

highly 
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highly  improbable  to  imagine  that  any  Gentle- 
man who  has  embraced  fuch  ftrong  Sentiments 
of  Libi:rty,  and  always  fo  freely  exprefsM  them  ; 
that  it  IS  morally  impofllble  that  that  Man  wh« 
has  treated  falfe  Patriots  with  the  juft  Ignominy 
anu  Contempt  they  deferve,  fliould  at  lafl:  be- 
come one  Himfelf.  The  Anfwer  runs  thus — 
^'  Sure  it  would  make  any  Mxn  laugh  to  fee  thefe 
*t  Rcnegadoes  and  Defci  ters  from  their  Princi- 
**  pics  fo  fcurvily  treated  by  the  very  People 
*'  whofe  Drudgery  they  are  doing.  Lord  !  to 
*'  what  a  Dvgree  of  Contempt  are  they  fallen  ? 
*'  here  we  fee  them  ufed  as  common  Proftitutes 
*'  fomctimes  are  by  the  Rakes  and  Bullies  of  the 
•'  Town  after  they  have  fubmitted  to  all  their 
"  D-^baucheries  they  are  abos'd  and  kicked  out 
^'  o^  Company.'* 

.  When  this  Author  tells  us  fo  frankly  that  the 
publick  Money  of  England  is  difpofed  of  in 
Pwnfions  to  bribe  People  from  their  Principles 
in  order  to  make  them  depending  Inftruments 
upon  his  Paymaftcrs  ;  I  know  not  what  to  think 
of  It ;  fure  it  muft  be  a  Calumny  upon  his  very 
good  Friends,  it  is  a  Sentence  he  has  thrown  in 
without  their  Confent  or  Knowledge. 

As  much  as  thefe  Gentlemen  are  afraid  of  a 
Coalition,  it  feems  they  defign'd  to  form  a  Co- 
alition themfelves  ;  a  Coalition  of  all  thofe  who 
by  their  Situation  may  hope  to  be  enriched  by 
the  Spoils,  fc?r.  for  I  think  that  Pamphlet  is  or 
at  leaft  ought  to  be  addrcfled  to  none  but  them  •, 
if  they  cou*d  have  fuppos'd  that  any  other 
Perfon  fhould.  have  had  a  Sight  of  it,  they 
fhould  have  writ  it  with  a  little  more  Caution  ; 
for  they  giVe  us  fuch  Openings  to  judge  of  their 
Praftices,  that  I  oxn*t  help  applying  to  them 
what  a  witty  Man  of  Quality  faid  of  a  profli- 
gate 
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gate  Clergyman  ;  "  That  tho*  they  have  a  MnU 
"  titude  of  Vices  they  want  one  more,  and  that 
"  is  Hypocrify." 

The  Miniftcr  had  at  that  Time  rendered  him- 
felf  fo  odious  to  the  People,  that  all  Parties  and 
Perfuafions  united  themfelves  againft  him.  As 
is  before  obferved,  hehimfelf  contributed  to  a- 
bolifli  the  Names  of  Whig  and  Tory,  by  driv- 
ing the  Nation  into  a  nec^ffary  Union  to  with- 
ftand  his  evil  Pradices :  Thus  did  he  inadver- 
tently afFeft  the  Coalition,  which  his  Oppofers 
did  fo  ftrenuoufly  a^gue  for. 

Mr.  P.  whofe  Head,    Hand  and  Heart  were 
always  ready  in  their  Country's  Service,  thought 
proper  to  give  the  Publick  fome  little  Pieces  to 
open  their  Eyes,  and  ferve  as  an  Antidote  to  the 
minifterial  Poifon,  which  was  fpread  gratis  all 
over  Town  and  Country  hf   Poftmafters,  Ex- 
cifemen,  £s?r.  What  Succefs   he  had  in  this  At- 
tempt, the  whole  Nation  knows,  and  is  behol- 
den   to  him  for.     The   avowed  Defign   of  all 
thofe  Pieces   it  is   well  known  was   to  eftabhfh 
monarchical  Liberty,  and   rcftore  our  ConOitu- 
tion  on  the  Principles  of  the  Revolution,  b<it  as^ 
the  various  Operations  thereof  are   much  bet  cr 
cxpreffed    by  the  ingenious  Author  of  the  D  f- 
fertation  upon  Parties,    than   I   am  capable   of 
doing  it,  1  hope  you  will  pardon  my  givi.g  ].oj 
his  Declaration  upon   that  Hjad  lu  his  D    '    i- 
tion  of  that  Piece  to  Sir  R.  IV^  which  iS  tl 
*'  I  proceed  to  obfcrvc  that  you  are  in  ere  j 
moft  certainly  to  retort  by  voiirfLlf  or  of(U 
the  bed  and  frnarteft  Manner  that  y'^'i,  oi 
can,     whatever    the  Writings  pub-  \u^  s 
Craft/man  may  contain,  which  yOii  judy. 
injurious  to  yourfelf  or  rtficfting  (>n    y^ 
mirvi  lira  tion.     The  Public  will  iudfr-  \ 
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whole  Muter ;  the  Laughers  will  be  for  thofe 
who  have  nioft  Wit,  and  the  ferioiis  Part  of 
Mankind  for  thofc  who  have  moft  Rcafon  on 
their  Side.  Again,  as  to  Affairs  of  Peace  or 
War,  public  Occurrences,  domeftic  Manage- 
ment, foreign  Negotiations ;  in  fhort,  the  News 
of  the  Day,  and  the  current  Bufinefs  of  the 
Time  :  weekly  and  daily  Papers,  or  more  ela- 
borate and  anniverfiry  Tread f^s,  are  properly 
employed  to  explain  in  your  own  Favour  the 
Series  of  your  Condu6l ;  to  refute  Caleb  -,  or 
which  is  ftill  more  eafy,  and  by  fome  thought 
as  ufeful,  to  keep  up  the  Cavil  on  one  Point, 
*till  a  new  one  is  ftarted  that  draws  off  the  At- 
tention of  the  World.  All  this  may  be  called 
fair  War ;  and  whoever  prevails  in  the  Judg- 
ment of  the  Publick ;  the  Publick  will  reap 
Information  from  the  Conteft,  and  will  have 
Reafon  to  be  pleafed  with  thefe  Appeals,  which 
prefent  an  Image  of  the  Cuftom  that  obtained  in 
the  antient  Commonwealth  of  Greece^  and  at 
Rome^  where  the  greateft  Interefts  of  the  State 
were  debated,  and  the  greateft  Men  in  thofe  Go- 
vernments were  accufed  and  defended,  in  pub- 
lic Harangues  and  before  the  whole  People. 

But  the  Writings  of  the  Craftfman  have  not 
been  confined  to  thofe  Subjedls  that  are  perfonal 
or  temporary.  The  Caufe  of  the  Britifh  Con- 
ftitution  hath  been  pleaded  in  the  whole  Courfe 
of  thofe  Papers  •,  every  Danger  to  it  pointed 
out;  every  Security  or  Impovement  of  it  ex- 
plained and  prefs'd.  I  faid  that  the  Caufe  of 
our  Conftitution  hath  been  pleaded  \  for  the 
Conftitution  hath  been  attackM,  openly,  info- 
lently  attacked,  and  is  fo  every  D  ly  by  thofe 
againfl  whom  the  Craftfman  fo  often  employed 
Jiis  Pen.     Who  cou*d  have  cxpcc'ted    at    this 

Time, 
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Time,  and  under  the  prefent  Elablifliment,  to 
hear  the  Nrceflity  of  maintaining  Standing  Ar* 
miesj  in  Times  of  Peace,  even  againft  the 
People  of  Britain^  who  maintain  them,  contend- 
ed tor  and  affviirte  J  ?  Wlio  could  have  expected 
to  hear  a  D^pendancy,  a  corrupt  D  pendancy 
of  the  Parliament  on  the  Crown,  contended  for 
and  aff^rrted  to  be  a  neceflary  Expedient  to  fup- 
ply  a  want  of  Power  which  is  falfely  fuppofed 
in  the  Crown  j  as  if  our  Fathers  had  oppofed, 
and  at  length  deflroyed  that  Chimera  called 
Prerogative,  formerly  fo  dangerous  to  our  Li- 
berties, for  no  other  Reafon  but  to  farnifh  Ar- 
guments for  letting  loofe  upon  us  another  Mon- 
fter  more  dangerous  to  our  Liberties  by  far? 
Who  could  have  expefted  that  Attempts  to  re- 
vive the  Djclrines  of  old  Wiggifm,  and  the 
Principles  and  Spirit  of  the  Revolution  in  Op- 
pofition  to  fuch  manifcft  Contradictions  of  them 
all,  would  give  any  Umbarge,  or  caufe  anf 
Alarm  amongfl  Men,  who  Hill  zff-A  to  call 
themfelves  Whigs,  and  pretend  Zeal  for  a 
G  )vernment  that  is  founded  on  the  Revolution, 
and  could  not  be  eftabliflhed  without  it  ?  This 
could  not  have  been  cxpcded,  I  think,  and  yet 
fo  it  is. 

Thus  much  may  fuffice  to  prove,  that,  tho* 
Mr.  P.  and  Sir  R.  IV,  were  both  Whigs,  and 
{tt  out  together  upon  the  fame  Principles,  yet 
when  Sir  R,  W,  thought  proper  to  deviate 
therefrom,  Mr.  P.  left  him,  nor  did  he  herd 
with  Tories  (as  had  been  faid)  merely  thro* 
Oppofition,  or  a  diffatisfied  Ambition. 

But  the  Tories   perceiving   that  he  had  the 
true  Intereft  of  his  Country  at  Heart,  came  into 
his  Meafures  th:V   a  general  fenfe  of  the  com- 
mon Danger,— -Here  then  was  your  true  Coali- 
C  tion ; 
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tion,  all  Men  of  all  Parties  agreed  that  the 
Nation  Was  fordy  aggrieved  under  the  Admi^ 
niftration  of  Sir  R.  W.  and  facrificing  all  other 
Refentments,  their  only  Ain^  was  to  carry 
Truth  to  the  T-- — ne  and  difplace  him. — And 
this  only  Good,  as  I  know  of,  hath  he  done  to 
us,  that  his  continued  ill  Condud  hath  united 
all  our  jarring  Intercfts  in  one. 

1  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  this  Head,  to 
obviate  a  Doubt  you  raife  of  the  Stability  of  our 
Patriots,  from  an  Infinuation  dropt  by  the  grand 
Deceiver  in  his  own  fulfome  Vindication,  where 
he  fays  he  hath  thrown  himfelf  into  the  Hands 
of  the  Whigs,  from  whom  he  expcds  the  ut- 
moft  Moderation — That  they  ftept  into  the 
Breach  to  proteft  him,  which  you  fay  feems  to 
imply,  that  he  is  fure  of  feme  of  the  Leaders  of 
the  Oppofition,  and  thence  ground  your  Ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  falling  off  of  the  worthy 
Gentleman  who  is  the  Subject  of  this;  but  v/e 
have  no  reafon  to  be  difmayed  hitherto,  there- 
fore, tho'  it  is  good  to  be  upon  our  Guard,  let 
us  not  form  unto  ourfclves  far  fancied  Ills,  and 
Diirigers  out  of  reach. 

No,  Sir,  his  Behaviour  hath  been  fleady  and 
unbiafs'd,  and  all  his  A61:ions  of  the  fame  Tenor 
with  his  Profeflions  of  Sincerity  for  Years  pad— » 
Upon  the  change  in  the  Miniftry,  which  was 
fchiefly,  if  not  wholly  owing  to  his  Integrity 
and  Afiiduity,  it  is  vvell  known  that  he  would 
hot  accept  of  any  Place  of  Profit,  tho*  we  are 
credibly  informed  that  he  had  the  Refuliil  of 
feveral.  His  Anfwer,  I  have  been  told,  was 
to  th«  following  Effed-,  *'  That  he   fhould  be 

'*  glad  to  contribute  to  his  M y*s  eafy  Go* 

''  vernment,  and  the  Good  of  his  Subjeds,  by 
^^  aiding  and  aflilling  in  his  Councils  to  the  ut- 

''  moft 
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"  moft  of  his  Power,  but  as  he  never  had  any 
"  Ambition  to  be  meanly  gratified  with  lucra- 
*^  tive  Pofts  he  begged  Leave  to  be  excufed 
*'  from  accepting  any."  And  yet  after  ^11  for 
one  Step  which  is  not  exadly  pleafmg  to  the 
Multitude,  this  uncontaminated  Virtue  fliall  be 
call'd  in  Qiieftion,  and  the  Man,  the  juft,  the 
honeft  Man  arraigned  without  knowing  his 
Motives  or  Reafons  for  fo  doing :  It  is  all  mere 
Pique  and  Malice,  which  the  Outcafts  of  a  de- 
ferting  falling  Party  would  magnify  into  a 
Crime,  in  order  to  draw  your  Attention  from 
the  great  Culprit,  by  raifmg  in  you  a  Miftruft 
of  your  Defenders  :  At  the  very  firft  Opening 
of  the  glorious  Srene,  they  were  bufy  upon  the 
fame  Head,  upon  which  it  was  remarked  as  fol- 
lows, which  IS  a  ftrong  Caveat  againft:  any. of 
their  pernicious  Doctrines  that  had  you  or  the 
reft  of  my  Countrymen  attended  thereto  as  they 
ought  to  have  done,  there  would  have  been  no 
Occafion  at  prefent  to  endeavour  to  remove  the 
Diftruft,  which  then  you  had  never  entertained, 
upon  fuch  idle  Whifpers  then  fpread  abroad,  it 
was  faid. 

The  Report  that  hath  of  late  been  induftri-. 
oudy  fpread  thro*  Town  and  Country,  as  if  the 
Perfon  to  whom  all  the  Grievances  of  the  Nati- 
on are  owing,  as  well  as  all  his  Coadjutors  were 
to  be  fcreen*d  by  thofe,  who  to  the  Nation's 
Joy  have  got  the  better  of  him  muft  come  from 
the  Father  of  Lies,  the  Corruptor  himfelf. 

For  any  Gentleman  or  Set  of  Gentlemen  to 
engage  to  ftand  betwixt  Public  Juftice,  and  any 
Man  who  muft,  who  certainly  will  be  purlu'dby 
the  Vengeance  of  three  Nations,  is  a  Thing  that 
furpaffc^s  all  Belief,  it  is  a  Thing  impoffible  to 
be  efftded,  and  whoever  Ihould  undertake  it 
C  2  ni^y 
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may  be  ruin'  ]  by  it  himfelf.  Thofe  that  argue 
that  fuch  a  Thing  may  be  undertaken,  btcaufe 
fomcthing  like  it  hath  been  done  before,  do  not 
diftinguifh  bttwixt  thediflftrent  Ciicumftances 
of  the  Cafes.  It  is  allovt'd  there  was  once  a 
Man,  that  worked  himfelf  into  Employment  by 
an  infamous  Bargain  for  protecting  public  Rob- 
bers, but  it  was  a  Man  that  could  never  get  in 
by  any  other  Means  -,  it  was  a  Man  that  had 
been  convifted  of  a  mean  Corruption  in  a  low 
Office,  and  of  Confequence  had  no  Reputation 
to  lofe.  The  Affair  in  Queftion  was  but  one 
fingle  Tranfaftion.  The  Perfons  who  at  that 
Tmie  had  a  great  Influence  in  the  public  Coun- 
cils, and  who  had  other  Reafons  for  bringing 
this  Man  in,  had  not  made  any  great  Fortune 
by  the  Iniquity. 

To  explain  the  Matter  a  little  more  clearly, 
the  Miniftry  promoted  a  Projedl  which  had  moft 
pernicious  Confequences,  and  the  Nation  be- 
came extremely  out  of  Humour  with  them,  when 
they  found  they  had  loft  their  Reputations: 
They  then  thought  him  fit  for  their  Company, 
and  not  before  ;  they  took  him  in  upon  very 
Scandalous  Conditions  •,  he  accepts  thefe  Condi- 
tions with  Joy,  he  was  not  frighten'd  at  the  In- 
famy he  muft  incur  by  the  Part  he  was  going  to 
adt. 

The  Perfons  then  in  Bufinefs  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  retire  for  a  while  behind  the  Curtain, 
'till  the  People's  Refentment  fhou'd  abate  •,  and 
altho'  this  Man  drew  the  Publick  Odium  from 
them  upon  himfelf,  yet  they  were  foon  afham'd 
of  his  Company,  and  refolvM  in  a  very  little 
Time  to  give  him  his  Conge  ;  their  fudden 
Deaths  prevented  their  doing  that  good  Turn  to 
the  Publick  j  To  the  Misiortune  of  the  Nation 

he 
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he  flill  flood  his  Ground,  and  hath  maintained 
it  ever  (ince  bv  Praftices  juft  as  honourable  as 
thofe  by  which  it  was  then  acquired. 

The  Ciicumftances  of  thofe  who  are  now  af- 
pers'd,  as  if  they  defign'd  to  Skreen  are  very 
different  from  thofe  of  the  Perfon  before  men- 
tioned. They  are  many  in  Number,  they  are 
the  Favourites  of  the  People,  they  have  already 
gain'd  immortal  Honour  by  a  long,  well-con- 
du6lcd,  fteady  Oppofion  :  Their  Virtue  hath 
been  tried  ;  Titles  and  great  Employments  cou'd 
not  move  them.  —  Can  ^ny  one  imagine  that 
they  will  change  all  on  a  Sudden  ?  Will  thofe 
that  have  ftood  Proof  againft  Corruption  them- 
felves  proteft  it  in  other  Men  ?  Will  they  wan- 
tonly caft  away  what  all  the  Silver  of  PerUj  and 
Gold  of  Mexico  is  not  able  to  purchafe,  I  mean 
their  Honour  ?  Will  thofe  who  by  perfevering 
in  an  Oppofition  that  hath  been  attended  with 
the  Labours  of  Hercules,  and  who  have  at  lafc 
work'd  things  up  to  their  prefent  happy  Situati- 
on, deftroy  their  own  Work  ?  Will  thofe  that 
have  kept  their  Honour  untainted,  adopt  other 
Mens  Crimes  and  take  upon  them  the  Infamy  of 
what  they  never  adted  in,  or  fo  much  as  advifed; 
nay,  which  they  openly  condemned?  — The 
thing  is  not  credible. 

Thus  much  are  we  to  gather.  Sir,  from  the 
pafr  Conduft  of  our  Patriot  what  we  are  to  ex- 
pcd:  for  the  future  •,  and  if  he  fails  us.  Sir, 
(which  from  the  good  Opinion  I  have  entertained 
of  him  I  cannot  think  poffible)  I  will  fubfcribe 
to  your  Opinion,  and  as  a  very  ST/wi:?;?,  renounce 
^U  Commerce  with  Mankind,  and  acknowledge 
that  there  is  no  fuch  things,  as  Honour,  Tru(t 
or  Sincerity  amongi>  Mankind  •, —  bur,  I  hope, 
J  fn4ll  have  no  Occafion,  There  is  indeed  a  cur- 
rent 
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rent  Report  that  he  is  to  be  created  Earl  ofBath^ 
whether  true  or  not  I  cannot  determine  ;  and  all 
I  fhall  fay  to  the  Matter  is,  that  Regal  Honours 
fliowr'd  down  on  Subjects  for  good  and  worthy 
A6lions  Is  the  greatett  Earthly  Happinefs  Man- 
kind can  know,  the  confcious  Pride  of  Virtue 
ennobles  the  Royal  Gift ;  But  if  this  is  meant 
or  accepted  as  a  Gewgaw  to  prevent  further  no- 
tional Services,  or  beftowM  a  Counterpart  to  a 
late  Earl*s  it  will  fix  fuch  a  Leprofy  apon  the 
PoflVffor,  fuch  an  indelible  Stain  upon  Honour 
and  Virtue  that  all  the  Salutary  Waters  of  the 
Place  from  whence  the  Title  is  derived  can  never 
Tieal,  or  wafli  out  the  Ignomiwy. 

Yet  let  us  not  not  too  rafhly  cenfure.  —  We 
may  be  miftaken  inAppearances  as  you  are, when 
you  afk,  *'  if  this  Gentleman  huth  that  Regard 
to  his  Country  which  he  hath  always  profeft  why 
did  he  not  endeavour  to  be  one  of  the  Secret 
Committee  ?  His  Abilities,  and  Skill  in  the 
hidden  Arcana  of  State,  as  well  as  the  Diligence 
he  hath  ufed  to  trace  the  Corruptor  thro*  moft 
of  his  former  oblique  Mazes  and  Windings, 
mufl  not  only  have  animated  the  others,  but  been 
of  confiderable  Services  in  detefting  the  more 
hidden  Mifchiefs  which  he  only  wanted  Power 
and  Authority  to  unravel.  Now  that  Power  is 
given  and  that  Authority  delegated  into  proper 
Hands,  why  doth  he  fly  off  who  has  fet  other 
to  work,  doubtlefs  had  he  given  the  leaft  Inti- 
mation that  he  de fired  be  to  one,  he  wou*d  have 
had  a  Majority  of  Ballots  before  feveral  that  are 
now  in  ? 

Your  Queftion  here,  Sir,  feems  to  be  put 
with  great  Force  of  Reafon,  and  may  llartle 
thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  true  Cauie  \ 
I  allow,  Sir,  it  is  almoft  put  of  Pifpute,  that  if 

thi3 
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this  Gentleman  had  exprefsM  a  Defire  to  be  one 
of  the  Twenty-one  -,  that  the  Ballot  for  him 
would  have  equalPd^  if  not  exceeded  any  of  the 
others  •,  but,  Sir,  he  hath  often  affigned  what, 
I  think  is  a  very  fufficient  Reafon  for  not  defi- 
ring  to  be  one,  viz.  That  he  had  once  in  a 
t)ebate  in  the  Houfe,  which  was  carried  to  a 
great  Height  on  both  Sides,  dropt  an  inadver- 
tent and  hafty  Speech,  that  for  that  Caufe  (then 
difputing)  and  the  other  Injuries  done  to  his 
Country  he  would  never  quit  Sir  R.  IV .  *cill  he 
had  feen  an  End  of  him.  This  though  fpoke 
with  the  Warmth  that  might  juftly  become  a 
Senator  pleading  in  Behalf  of  a  plundered  and 
aggrieved  People  ;  might  be  malicioufly  retort^ 
ed  upon  him  if  Things  fhouldbe  carried  to  the 
Extremity  which  Juftice  feems  to  require,  there* 
fore  to  avoid  Cenfure,  and  give  the  Delinquent 
Room  for  a  fair  and  impartial  Acquittance  or 
Impeachment,  he  declined  being  one  of  the  In-^ 
quirers  into  his  Condudt :  And  is  he  to  be  bla- 
med in  this  ?  Is  it  not  humane,  brave  and  no- 
ble ?  'Tis  a  hard  Cafe  that  a  Gentleman  who 
rakes  fo  much  Care  to  guard  againft  giving 
Offence,  fhould  be  liable  to  Mifconftru<5tions 
and  Invedives  for  fuch  Care, 

After  thus  far  endeavouring  to  vindicate  our 
true  Patriot  from  the  Surmifes  and  Mifappre- 
henfions  which  you  and  many  well-meaningde- 
ceived  Perfons  may  have  entertained  of  him,  I 
am  prepared  to  anfwer  your  Objeftions  to  his 
Voting  againft  the  Repeal  of  the  Septennial  ASt. 
All  that  we  know  of  it  from  the  Votes  of  the 
Houfe  is,.  That  on  Wednejday  the  31ft  of  March 
laft,  the  Members  being  apprizM  that  fuch  a 
Motion  was  to  be  made,  ordered,  that  the  Ser- 
jeant at  Arms  attending  the  Houfe  Ihould  go 
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\Vith  his  Mace  into  tVeftminfter-Hall^  the  Court 
of  Requefts,  and  the  Places  adjacent,  and  fum- 
mon  the  Members  there  to  attend  the  Service 
of  the  Houfe;  who  being  returned,  the  Houfe 
was  moved,  that  an  Ad:  made  in  the  Firfl: 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  His  late  Majefty  King 
George  I.  intituled  an  A61  for  enlarging  the 
Time  of  Continuance  of  Parliaments  appointed 
by  an  A61  made  in  the  fixth  Year  of  the  Reign 
of  King  Wll  am  and  Q^ieen  Mary^  intitled,  an 
AA  tor  the  frequent  meeting  and  calling  of  Pjir- 
liaments,  might  be  read  •,  and  the  fame  being 
read  accordingly,  another  Motion  was  made, 
and  the  Q^ieflion  being  put.  Whether  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  an  ht\  made 
in  the  firft  Year  of  the  K^  g'l  of  his  late  Ma- 
jefty  King  George  L  intitled  an  A61  for  enlarg- 
ing the  Time  of  Continuance  of  Parliaments, 
appointed  by  an  Acl  made  in  the  fixth  Year  of 
the  Reign  of  King  Wdliam  and  Q^iecn  Mary^ 
intituled,  an  Aft  for  the  frequent  meeting  and 
calling  of  Parliaments— it  paffcd  in  th."  N;^ga- 
tire. 

Before  the  Revolution  Parliaments  were  held 
in  the  utmoft  Confufion  and  Irregilarity,  they 
were  called,  diflblvcd,  or  prorogued  as  be  ft 
fuited  the  arbitrary  Inclinations  of  the  Monarch, 
ftirred  up  by  the  Perfuafions  of  his  Creatures  and 
Sycophants,  fometimes  they  were  elefted  every 
Year,  at  others  they  fate  for  feveral  Years  toge- 
ther ;  but  foon  after  that  happy  Change  which 
eftablifhed  our  Liberties  and  Conftitution,  the 
Care  of  Parliaments  came  under  a  proper  En- 
quiry, and  was  fixed  to  be  called  anew  every 
three  Years.  This  Monarch,  who  was  engaged 
in  a  dangerous  and  expenfive  War,  to  prefervc 
the  Balance  of  Power  and  Liberties  of  Europe^ 
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found  great  Inconvenience  in  the  frequent  re- 
newing his  Parliaments,  and  the  vehement 
Struggles  that  were  occafioned  throughout  Eng- 
land thereby  -,  it  is  well  known  how  much  his 
glorious  Schemes  were  embarraficd  by  thefe 
Means,  nor  had  he  in  all  probability  left  the 
War  unconcluded  to  his  Succeflbrj  had  it  not 
been  for  this  ;  one  Septennial  Parliament  would 
in  all  human  Judgment  have  fixt  the  unvariable 
Balance  of  Europe^ ^  Freedom  :  But  for  want  of 
this  his  Expeditions  and  Supplies  were  retarded, 
his  Forces  unpaid^  and  his  extenfive  Views 
abroad  balked  by  private  teuds,  and  fclfifh 
Quarrels  at  home.  His  late  Majefty  coming 
to  the  Throne  in  a  Time  of  Peace,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  abolifh  the  triennial  Parlia- 
ment, which  had  occafioned  fo  much  Confufion, 
and  enlarge  it  to  the  Time  it  now  is.  This 
Method  hath  been  held  unalterably  ever  fince, 
and  fure  to  change  it  now  would  be  the  greateft 
Piece  of  Folly  and  Stupidity  in  the  World  -,  we 
are  already  engaged  in  one  War  with  Spain^  and 
very  likely  may  in  another  with  France  -,  which 
if  we  fhould,  it  is  hardly  to  be  imagined  that  it 
v/ill  be  concluded  in  two  Years,  no  Juft  about 
that  Time  we  may  be  in  the  hight  of  Confufion 
and  involved  to  what  in  all  Appearance  without 
the  manifeft  Interpofition  of  Providence  muft  be 
a  bloody  and  for  lome  time  lading  War,  and 
jufl:  at  that  Crifis  to  be  at  civil  Diflention  and 
Feuds  amongft  ourfclves  about  chufing  new  Re- 
prefentacives,  to  what  a  Plunge  mult  it  drive 
us,  the  prefent  Parliament  feems  inclinable  to 
afTid  the  diftrefs'd  Queen  of  Hungary^  and  to 
maintain  the  ballance  of  £/^r(9p^,  but  fhou'd  ano- 
ther of  a  contrary  Temper  beeleded  two  Years 
hence  ;  wou'd  it  not  exoofe  both  his  Majelty's 
D      '  Go* 
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Goverrmentand  the  wclfiire  of  his  People  to  fo- 
fLigi-  InvafionscouM  he  be  able  to  carry  the  juft 
V  cM  ww  are  ut  prcfent  engaged  in  it  without 
poper  AfTiv  ance  and  Supphcs  from  his  Parlia- 
ii*.'  •  i  ai'd  how  are  thole  Supplies  to  be  gran- 
icj,  i  ihc  SLlTions  probably  moll  bufinefs  ilvall 
b>.  :\qi!.red  to  be  done  fliall  be  fpent  in  Altcrca- 
lio.is  or.  hearing  Pentions  for  undue  Eleclions  ; 
t'liv  v.'.aiM  be  the  I^,ffc6l  of  chaRging  the  pre- 
knt  Pr.rJiamcnt  for  a  triennial  One,  much  worfe 
v.ouM  i.  be  if  it  were  reduced  Taccordirg  to  the 
c]vin:rjr:c.il  Notions  and  D::fires  of  fome)  to  an 
an:.:.a!  oi^e,  the  lan^.e  Diladvantages  wouM  be 
trebled,  a:  d  we  fliou'd  run  into  a  Gulph  of 
ITc   ric^r.on  With  our  Eyes  open. 

No  Lt  us  wait  '■he  Event  of  what  our  glorious 
Dc'ivcrcrs  are  dvfiyning  for  us,  we  havenoRea- 
ibn  tcMTiik.oubt  tucm,  hitherto  they  have  done 
as  iin.ch  cis  ihc  l^ime  wo;i'd  allow,  and  our  ut- 
n^.olc  Wiflirs  and  L^eiircs  -,  if  after  this  Parlia- 
ivint  heaven  fhon\l  b  ch  us  with  Peace  and 
7  rarquilhty  it  wilt  then  be  time  enough  to  (olli- 
Ciia  Cnai  ge  from  the  Septennial  to  the  Tricn- 
niiil  •,  but  lurclyany  Man  in  his  moderate  Senfcs 
iVuiL  allow  if  he  wou'd  cahiily  confider,  that 
ti^is  is  fhe  moll  imp'*opcr  Time  in  the  World  ; 
all  the  Nations  of  Europe  are  now  at  War,  or 
upon  the  Point  ot'engaging  \n  one;  our  own 
Nation  not  Oi;ly  involved  in  one  but  the  Myfte- 
r.ous  S.-cicts  of  tv'cnty  Years  bad  admlnifirati- 
on  u)  unr.ivci  and  reniUr  void,  fome  alhances  to 
be  recovei'd  ihac  ha  1  quite  deferred  us,  and  o- 
ihers  to  be  conHrHiM  liiai:  were  upon  the  Ponu 
of  lo  doing  —  Thefe  1  tiare  Tiy  and  much  ilion- 
{Syv  motiv(-.s  than  lam  able  to  produce  engaged 
M  ,  P —  ro  ^'Ott:  ;igainll  the  Rejx^al  ;  the  iame 
lx)vc-of  his  Ming  an!  Country    which    hath   a!l 
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along  aduatcd  him,  and  not  a  narrow  Selfilli 
Dcpendance  or  Servile  Complacence  to  the  will 
of  any  one. 

In  this  then,  I  think  he  ftill  Shines  the  true 
Patriot  and  much  more  fo,  than  any  Gentleman 
who  valuing  hinifelf  upon  the  Pride  of  nob  e 
Blood,  and  hurried  away  by  an  impetuous 
Warmth  of  Temper  becaufe  every  thing  he  de- 
manded was  not  done  the  moment  required. 
Such  extravagant  Flights  of  Heroifm  may  take 
with  the  Vulgar  who  are  governed  by  the  fame 
unruly  Dilpofition,  but  to  men  of  a  Sedate  way 
of  Reafoning  rhey  feem  l:ttle  better  than  Starts 
of  Madnefs.  The  angry  Man  may  fret  and  fume 
becaufe  his  eager  wirties  are  not  immediately  an- 
fwer'd,  'till  he  overthrows  the  very  means  he 
took  to  accomplilh  them  ;  but  the  wife  Man 
walks  an  eafy  Sober  Pace  and  purfues  the  great 
End  of  his  Defigns  calm  and  unruffled  thro*  all 
Dangers,  by  mildnefs  arid  fteadinefs  removing 
all  obftacles.  Let  us  Confider  that  Juftice  too 
rafliiy  precipitated  will  by  fome  be  deem'd  cruel- 
ty, not  that  I  am  for  encouraging  a  Miftaken 
Clemencj. 

To  conclude  5ir,  may  Heaven  continue  Har- 
mony among  the  worthy  Gentlemen  who  have 
fo  long  and  fo  ardently  ftruggled  for  us,  nor  let 
us  quarrel  with  our  bed  Friends,  thofe  who  are 
capable  of  efFcdiing  the  great  Work  they  have 
undertaken.  Let  us  learn  to  prefer  the  Conftant 
and  Steady  to  the  wafpifli  or  Indolent,  to  revere 
thofe  who  ttand  by  us  in  our  utmoft  neceflity,  and 
to  defpife, thofe  v/ho  bafely  defert  us  at  fuch  a 
Crifis,  remembring  this  old -Maxim  that  to  lye 
ftill  in  time  of  Danger,  is  Calmnefs  of  Mind 
not  Magnanimity  ;  when  to  think  well,  is  only 
to  dream  well. 

FINIS. 
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